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elite: 1. Dominant foreign groups.
2. Dominant indigenous groups on the all-India level.

3. Dominant indigenous groups at the regional and local
levels.

4. The terms ‘people’ and ‘subaltern classes’ [are] used as
synonymous throughout [Guha's definition]

The socia groups and elements included in this category represent the
demographic differences between the total Indian population and all those
whom we have described as the ‘€lite’

“Taken as a whole and in the abstract this ... Category ... was hetero-
geneous in its composition and thanks to the uneven character of
regional economic and social developments, different from area to
area. The same class or element which was dominant in one area ...
could be among the dominated in another. This could and did create
many ambiguities and contradictions in attitudes and alliances, espe-
cially among the lowest strata of the rural gentry, impoverished land-
lords, rich peasants and upper middle class peasants al of whom
belonged, ideally speaking to the category of people or subaltern
classes.” (Guha 1982 : 8)"
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3SR (G 9T AT ¢ KEWIET 0o M7 ©g RO JAwfors @ ==
FRPL To SR (el MR ERTNR [Py oA TABIREle (o FeAc | AN
RS dgrefig o mesl, (iferrel ¢ Afew feapan a7 st
fraiia FTFcre et Afes, & @ 2= i |

“Gramsci claimed that the history of the subaltern classes just as
complete as the history of the later is usually that which is accepted
as ‘official’ history. For him, the history of subaltern social groupsis
necessarily fragmented and episodic since they are always subject
to the activity of ruling groups, even when they rebel clearly
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they have less access to the means by which they may control
their own representation, and less access to cultural and social
ingtitutions” *
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Change and crisis
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“... In the face of the possibility that the intellectual is complicit in the
persistent constitution of other as the self’s shadow, a possibility of
political practice for the intellectual would be to put the economic
under erasure, to see the economic factor asirreducible asit reinscribes
the social text, even as it is erased, however imperfectly, when
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it claims to be the final determinant or the transcendental
signified.” *®

5G] GOl O AT 2 & QA (NI (N oA Seeiet el
TS ORI T “oppressed’ OIS I A9 #F ‘Can speak and know
their condition’. fsf¥ =Cew—

“According to Foucault and Deleuze (in the first World, under the
standardization and regimentation of socialized capital, though they do
not seem to recognize this) the oppressed, if given the choice (the
problem of representation cannot be bypassed here), and on the way
to solidarity through aliance politics (a Marxist thematic is at work
here) can speak and know their conditions.” >
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